MEDIA RELEASE
FATHER-AND-SON MOMENT KICKS OFF
A LIFETIME OF MEMORIES AT BC PLACE
For release July 31, 2013
Vancouver, BC: The 30th Anniversary of BC Place brought back a lifetime of memories for many of
the 30 million people who have visited the iconic stadium, including BC Place’s grand prize winner,
Derek Williams of Surrey.
Derek was just five-years-old when his father brought him to see the BC Lions at BC Place Stadium.
That father-son experience kicked off a lifetime of memories.
“That is where my love of football and love for the Lions started”, recalls Derek. “I was only five but my
Dad taught me all about the game and the players. Since then I have played for my high school
football team and my dad took days off work just to see the team play.”
Sadly, Derek’s father passed away in October. But for Derek, the memory of his father is strong every
time he attends a game at BC Place. “Even ‘till this day when I’m sitting at a game, I think of the first
time that my dad brought me to BC Place - and this season it will be no different.”
BC Place recently invited British Columbians to share their memories from the last 30 years for a
chance to win a grand prize including the winner’s choice of BC Lions or Whitecaps FC event tickets,
plus a 12-month family membership to the BC Sports Hall of Fame.
British Columbians submitted hundreds of stories about their favourite memories. Those experiences
included once-in-a-lifetime opportunities to visit the original construction site in 1982, welcoming the
world for the ceremonies of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games, and priceless memories of seeing
Michael Jackson live in concert.
“The response to the BC Place 30th Anniversary contest has been heartwarming, and a wonderful
example of the memories created over the last 30 years,” said Transportation and Infrastructure
Minister Hon. Todd Stone. “The response has highlighted the connection that British Columbians have
with our world-class stadium.”
“On behalf of the BC Sports Hall of Fame, I would like to say congratulations to Derek Williams on
winning BC Place’s 30th Anniversary contest,” said Allison Mailer, Executive Director of the BC Sports
Hall of Fame. “Derek’s memorable moment reminds us of the important role sport plays in bringing
families and the community together.”
Since the official opening ceremony on June 19, 1983, BC Place has hosted thousands of events,
large and small, from world-class concerts with 62,000 fans cheering, to community days where
British Columbians have met their heroes.
Vancouver’s skyline also featured 30 candles for the 30 days of celebration, as BC Place’s Northern
Lights marked the 30th Anniversary of the stadium with a unique lighting display. (photo next page)
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A selection of memories submitted during the contest will be featured on BC Place’s Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/BCPlaceStadium.
About BC Place
BC Place Stadium is the largest multipurpose venue of its kind in the province of British Columbia. An
architectural signature for the province, BC Place hosts sports, exhibition and entertainment on a
year-round calendar of live events. BC Place is proud to be home to the BC Lions Football Club,
Vancouver Whitecaps FC and the BC Sports Hall of Fame.
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BC Place 30 Anniversary – Northern Lights Candle Display.
This image and more are available in digital format – contact BC Place dblomfield@bcpavco.com
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BC Place 30th Anniversary Contest Submissions
From June 17 to July 18, 2013, BC Place invited British Columbians to share their memories
from the last 30 years of events at the stadium. The contest winner was drawn at random from
the valid submissions. The following excerpts below are selected from the hundreds of stories
shared:

“My most memorable moment at BC Place Stadium, was being in the building when Rick
Hansen returned from his Man in Motion Tour. Tears streaming down my face, I don't think I've
ever been more proud to be from Vancouver than at that very moment.” Sylvia, BC

“During the summer of 1992… I learned that U2 would be performing in Vancouver but I knew
that I was too young (only about to turn 12 in December) and a big-ticket concert wasn't in the
family budget. However, about a week after I found out about the concert, my dad announced
that he had purchased two floor tickets and wanted to take me as an early 12th birthday
present. I was ecstatic! As the first notes of "Zoo Station" rang throughout BC Place my goose
bumps gave way to one of the most incredible memories of my entire adolescence.” Keira,
Vancouver

“I met my future husband, and father of our son, due to Expo being at BC Place in Vancouver!”
Denise, Coquitlam

“My greatest memory is the 1994
Grey cup win by the BC Lions at
HOME!!! My whole family including
my 2 sisters, dad, and even mom...
this doesn't happen very often. We
got to run onto the field after the game
and be part of the action. I was 16
years old and it still makes me smile
every time I think of it!”
Monica, Mission

“What a marvel it was with it's special doors and inflated dome roof. It was also my first
exposure to the Whitecaps and seeing the game with 60,000 fans was very exciting for me. I
was an instant fan and followed the team since then, and now have season tickets. I'm happy
the team is back playing at BC Place and I look forward to bringing my 2 year old son to games
when he's old enough to share my excitement.” Tym, BC

“My first time going to BC Place is my favorite. It was with my dad when I was about 5 years old
and that is where my love of football and love for the Lions started. This past October we lost
my dad. Even ‘till this day when I'm sitting at a game I think of the first time that my dad brought
me to BC Place and this season it will be no different. It will be like my dad is right beside me,
cheering on the team that we both love - the BC Lions.” Derek, Surrey
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“This picture (right) was taken of me and my sister while BC
Place was being built. Back in those days we didn't have to
wear safety gear! I have many fond memories of BC Place
over the years. My family has had BC Lions season-tickets
since the days of Empire Stadium. I remember the opening
ceremonies of BC Place and how big it seemed to me at the
time. I remember countless Lions games and every Grey
Cup! I also have had the privilege of attending many
concerts there too! BC Place is definitely like a second
home to me! Happy Birthday BC Place! Looking forward to
sharing many more memories with you!”
Tiffany, BC

“The best memory of BC Place I have is when I went to my first Whitecaps FC match, in June of
last year. I was already a supporter at that point, and I was really excited. 10 days before, my
father's brother had passed away unexpectedly, and this was the first major thing we did
together after it. The atmosphere, and the stadium put a smile on his face and mine, and the
win made it even better. Every time I go back to BC Place, while not often, I always remember
that day, and the fact that BC Place brought such enjoyment!” Sebastian, Vancouver

“My favourite memory is a little different. Just before the Olympics I was working for a company
that was doing the millwork for the Stadium. We did all the concession stands, all the post wraps
that are on the concourses, all the panels that are above the concession stands, all the
entrances and all the luxury suites. It’s just nice to know that work that I did is a part of BC.
Every time I go there, I quietly say to myself, I built that.” Doug, Chilliwack

“I've been going to CFL and Grey Cup games since I can remember. I can still remember going
to games with my father as early as 1985 - "Keep the drive alive in 85" was the slogan. The
2011 Grey Cup though was what finally convinced me to become a BC Lions season ticket
holder. Every time I go to the games now, I take a moment every game to think about my father
and the good times we had at the games. Wish he was still here to go to games with me, I'm
sure he'd be jealous of my seats!” Jeff, BC

“I had just graduated from high school, and I was volunteering at the United Nations Pavilion
during Expo ‘86. The day before the closing ceremonies, I was asked if I wanted to carry the
United Nations flag. I said yes, and was extremely excited to be picked. On the day of the
closing ceremonies, thousands of people from all of the participating pavilions were under the
stands waiting to enter the field. We could hear all the announcements from the field, and once
the Canadian National anthem began playing, everyone that was waiting down below started
singing it together. It was a very moving moment for me as a Canadian, to have people from all
over the world, not worrying about the global problems at the time, all being happy together
regardless of where they were from, standing arm in arm, or holding hands, to sing our National
Anthem as if they too were Canadians. That is a memory, and an event, that I will never forget
about BC Place.” Curtis, BC
-Ends-
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